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(5 7) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To easily decide the optimum power with 
high accuracy by performing trial write by changing the 
recording power while keeping the ratio of a multivalued 
control signal constant as it is and determining the 
optimum power based on the asymmetry of the 
reproduced signal. 

CONSTITUTION: An asymmetry detecting circuit 13 
detects the asymmetry of a reproducing signal. At the 
time of performing a write test, the degree of asymmetry 
of the reproducing signal of a trial write pattern is 
detected and the adjustment of optimum power of a 
semiconductor laser 5 is performed based thereon. A 
semiconductor laser driving circuit 14 and a bias magnet 
driving circuit 1 5 supply driving currents to the laser 5 
and a bias magnet 3 based on the control of a CPU 1 6, 
respectively. The CPU 16 controls the respective parts 
for performing a write test when a magnetooptical disk 1 
is exchanged and setting the recording power of the 
semiconductor laser 5 to be the optimum power. 
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